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Executive summary  During the national lockdown that was in place over the spring and 
summer terms 2020, all BCP schools remained open but were only 
able to offer places to children from vulnerable groups and key 
worker children. 

The impact of the lockdown on children and families, and their 
readiness to resume full time education in September 2020 was 
unknown.  However, it was clear that some would require additional 
support to enable them to successfully transition back into school 
and a more ‘normal’ routine. 

The Council worked with schools and partner organisations to 
prepare materials that would support professionals and families 
with this to address these concerns.  Two survey were also carried 
out to better understand the impact of the lockdown and what 
further support was needed. 

Recommendations It is RECOMMENDED that:  

 The committee approve:  

(a) note and comment on the materials that were produced to 
support professionals and families with the transition of local 
authority pupils back into school following lockdown. 

(b) note and comment on the outcomes of the surveys that 
were undertaken in relation to this work. 

Reason for 
recommendations 

The committee expressed concern about the impacts of lockdown 
on pupils and their families. A report was requested on the work 
that has been undertaken to support them transition back into 
school, particularly in relation to mental health concerns. 
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Background 

1. Throughout the spring and summer terms 2020, school were closed to the vast 
majority of pupils as a result of the national lockdown.   

2. Whilst all schools in BCP remained open during the lockdown, they were only 
able to offer places to vulnerable children and children of key workers.  This was 
a very different experience than attending a fully operational school, particularly 
given the safeguarding measures in place as a result of Covid- 19.    

3. All other pupils were supported with remote learning opportunities that were 
accessed either online or through materials sent home by schools. 

4. The potential impact of this on children, young people and their families was 
difficult to assess, but for some, the arrangements in place during this period and 
the subsequent transition back into school in September 2020 would clearly be 
challenging. 

Materials To Support Transition Back In to School  

5. In order to support professionals and families manage this process, the Council 
produced materials intended to provide practical and helpful advice and 
guidance.  

6. The following documents are attached for information: 

a. Support For Parents During Pandemic Leaflet (Appendix W) 

b. Ideas to help Parents Support Their Children (Appendix X) 

c. Transition Support for Children in Care (Appendix Y) 

d. Advice for Educational settings (Appendix Z) 
 
 

7. These materials were made widely available and were well received by the target 
audiences.   

Staying Connected Surveys 

8. In order to understand the particular experience and impact of school closures on 
children and young people with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities 



(SEND),  and so that future responses could be informed and shaped,  2 surveys 
were undertaken to gather the views of school staff and parent/carers.  

9. Ofsted also launched an interim review process during this period, to examine 
Local Authority approaches to supporting children and young people with SEND  
asking specific questions which were explored further through the surveys.   

10. The school survey was open from 23rd – 29th September and received 48 
responses from BCP settings  The parent/carer survey was open form  23rd  of 
October to 11th  November and received 78 responses from parents and carers of 
children and young people with SEND and young people themselves. 

11. The key feedback from these surveys identified : 

a. Increased anxiety about contracting the virus and increased social 
isolation resulting in social anxiety 

b. Issues resulting from the lack of structure, routine and consistency 
causing a lack of confidence and settling back into routines. 

c. In some cases, parents reported a positive impact explaining that children 
and young people felt safe in the familiar home environment, felt less 
pressure to go out into society, had more family time and built 
relationships with family members who were spending more time at home 

d. However, over 80% of parents reported a negative impact for their child or 
young person with SEND. 

12. The key challenges that were identified were: 

a. Pupil Motivation to complete online work with insufficient support; 

b. Resources for remote learning 

c. Feedback, communication and therapeutic support via school 

d. Access to external support & 

e. Challenges with other siblings while at home 

13. The key actions that were taken from the surveys were: 

a. Having systems in place to ensure pupils’ continued education 

b. Using creative and innovative new ways to teach and communicate with 
children and young people (at home)  

c. Personalising learning for pupils or in-school provision 

d. Keeping contact and connect with parents, children and young people 

e. Introducing and practicing alternative ways of working while schools were 
operating as usual; 

f. Providing a routine, consistency and emotional support for parents, 
children and young people 

g. understanding lived experiences 

14. More detail of the surveys and analysis of the findings is included at Appendix A 



Summary of financial implications 

15. The financial impact and implications of providing support to children, young 
people and their families over the course of the Covid-19 pandemic is still being 
assessed.  

16. Existing resources from across the Council and from partner organisations have 
been redirected to support this work.  Additional funding has ben provided to 
Councils and to schools directly, but this is unlikely to meet the full costs of 
managing the short- and longer-term impacts of the lockdown. 

Summary of legal implications 

17. None 

Summary of human resources implications 

18. None. 

Summary of sustainability impact 

19. None 

Summary of public health implications 

20. The need to meet Public Health requirements in relation to the Covid-19 
pandemic has had a profound impact in schools.  These are ongoing as the 
pandemic continues and new responses are required. 

Summary of equality implications 

21. Admission Arrangements must be in line with the statutory requirements of the 
School Admissions Code 2014. 

Summary of risk assessment 

22. Risk assessments have played a key role in targeting and shaping the councils 
and schools’ responses to the challenges of supporting children, young people 
and their families through the pandemic.  These were informed by the surveys 
carried out as set out above and informed the targeting of the materials that were 
produced. 
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